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of the Officers and Members of the Mer-|

ghunts' Temperance Soeiety of the City

of New-York to the Meceuntile l‘ummu-;
ity
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i

The canse of Temperunce is nota novel o
¢. For yenrs it hos been before us © ymienid-

i our esteem |

i rErment,

il 1o our ji [

v and refarming infle

Bavwhile

and by its prevent

ll}"“'—“i; a4 -tned vir eumnman I'I|.'.l|“:..

|
pany of us linve piven itour npprobatian und bidden |

Gidapesi 1o thone whi hive beon engaged injifs
i
vepived from Merclinnts, 8s 8

promustion, it basr
8 which its importance

ss, hur it af that aid

whieh we nre tow: rosolved 1o be-

deainds,

stow.  Recont developments of its power, not
merels to presint Lpiempersnce, but 1o save thoi-

sunds sunk i the despese degradation nad 10 raise

comfurt and uselulaess

e and thieir unilis
lavewrousod us from gar Irthrlrg}' nnd led us to

<USomery,” which we intend

pIEAiee i E

il b nn eficient auxiliary in this great enter
PITIe.

 Weent
ietion und with o full confession that merchants

wr upon this work under the humnbling

o

ost in the great work—aof fitrnish-

pave stood for

g the muxterial3 and scattering abirond over the

fund the means of that moral pestilenco which hus

biehted the fairest hapes, and brought thousands,
yenr ufier year, o the drunkard’s grove.  Almost |
rl
|

prn Y b{f‘ﬂ!l of ]ii!'llil'. thut hus done its work of
dusoletion, hns passed through the hands of the

merchany, He is the fmiperter, He the wholesale
He conveys it from the Ciy

debler and grocer,
distributing it by the bur- |

to the cuuntry villt
vl the eallon, or the eliss, to all whe will buy

teent in producing whatever of

anid becouming th

sl L convey

wough all the channels. of Sueiey. |
hut |

True, fortunes liwve been made by the traffic
ey hnve been mudo ut the expense of the rained |
fortunes, henlth, peace and comfort of unnumbmred |
families.

Wa do not pavour hand to this work for the
benefit of other classes of the community vely. |
Merchunts, 85 n class, have been the chivef ngents |

U promotng illh'll][‘l‘t‘l’lﬂl’l!, und I'hn'y bwve not es- |
capud from suftering by rivigges themss ves
We are saddenad by the recollection that fivms
the Lighvs: respectability huve wasted away snder
this bily woevil wod lve sunk into the drunk-

ard’s grve T and there are those new in our

midst, with whom we bhave had pleasnut inter-
cotrse. and important  ransactions,  wh, like
'm‘um{ soun from their

drowniog man, must be
destitctive hnbits or it will be o lute, and they
be lost torever,

The good of others thenis not our sule olyjact i :
this undertaking, We make no boast of oud ows in- |
dividual safoty. |
who habitually sses aleoholic dritks in the wil lest |

We belteve me man i3 secure |

form nud greagest mederation:  They are poissn-

Indulgenee in thelr

(LTS 3 T4 1!II.‘ II’IIHHII }}!ll‘lll

iy tsturnlly leads tooun aserensed induls |

eree to-morrow, and thus liabits ore !-»r!l-_n_--|,|

whiieh, betore

s is wwnre, ond 1o sbame and |
The droudful expericnce of tuny wstrong

We

Temperance

denth
<1 man fully estobliskes this trutle.

the

mit

theelore  put olr hands 1o

Plidie for our own personel soeurity, not feeling |

it to be a sacidtive of our Bibery, bt s protection

noat dangerous
|
Wi engage in this enterprise, alao, on account
liedd and important bearings upon all |
The intemperance of the

peopie bins tedeed been s Lo appavently asource of

rovesie to the State nnd OF wonlth to miny an im-

o and venders but it remains to be tolid Low

it hivs in venlity smpoverished the navon,
and 1o whit extent the very firms, thut have sup-

slves to be dotng a f\:uﬁl:nh.l- busigess |

posed th

i the teathio, hove, by the use of the intoxicating

A,

enp by itheir debtoes or their debtors' eusto

Fites have cousumed, snd |

bee auzhit to, rai.
ul

dered) currency hiss made exclianges ruinous o our

n hns swallowed up our wealth; disor-

PO

profies, but intemperunce hus wasted more than
all, anid often where we lenst suspocted.  Had the |
merchints of New-Yurk followed il exumply of

sedd | to discount n pote tor n

the burker who
gentloman because his breath smelt of brandy,
they would  have saved millions ot dulinrs.  Bue

heretofore  pursued novery ditlorent

they have
course.  They have tnvited their customets to/re- |

fectories or to theie own houses, and put the intexi- |

cating cup to their lips and helped them e 1 the
road to ruin,

Wi engago in this enterprise in view of ehliza-
restivg upon us in relation to all with whom

i 4
we do business, and o all under our immediate
cure. Had every merchunt’s clerk in this ity
thirty years ago, been walisted vn the temperancs
‘pri‘l.'i!lic. who can teil what would bave been the |
saving of property, heslth, life und character.

nod what the extension of prosperity and happi '
ness 10 unnumbered relutivea? The st is h.-‘\-..,-_.{ i
1

- |
our control, but its history and developements |
should warn and g And

kaowing what have been the ravages of intempa- |

ide us for the foture.

rance wmeng the young men who have come with |
fairest hopes to our ciry : what the temptations ape |
which here ontice them ; what the cennection be- |
tween the bar-room and the theatre, the gaming-
table, the harse-race and the house of death; we
cannot byt feel it our duty to reise the standard of
total ubatinenoe from all that ean inzoxicate, and
W invite tu its protection every clerk in our eity.
We bulieve that the simple announcement of &

‘“"*'-':'“ﬂh' Temperance Society in Naw-York, has

seat u thrill of joy through the breast of many & |
Tarent, brother aud sister, fur distant frsm our em-
Putium of vice und corruption, us well as of trade
Wil the: merchents' of this city, by withholding

jectto |
n their frat Bppearsace—pay atile |

lezs dependent ontheir busin

| ehitldsen unbappily sin

| yery seriously, bofore

BY GREELEY & McELRATH.
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| their names and 3 it thesw 1

| b digapy

We owe the step we hove taken alse 1o

class of pur labaring population whe are more or

sir families, and espe

or the suppart o

ts ser-

lite

of seamen in the merch

= Lhousanils
Ths intos
for: the laborer on the lnnd orien the water—{ur
But if we resort to

e, f-.a-r.;],-!g o, we know,is not zwod

the lundsman or the scuman.

it ourselves, with what consistency can we wi

hold 1
.-][.J.. :mr.-'-!\'».-.-i, we nre, on the SAme Iurin-'-:

s them 1 I we repounce it from priz-

Jed upon to withhold it from others and 10 dis-

e thom from its uses and this can inonopther

wiy bie so effeciually done a3 by nn netive merean-

T
have u more extended cosnection with their fellow

lie temperance association. No clo-s of men

| eitizens throughout this wide Hspublie, than the

merchrnts of New-Yark,  In lns store or counting-
room the merchant, day by day, receives bis cus-
tomers from évery purt of the mation.  There he

ingles with eommercial men fram the North and

South, the Fastand the West; and there, amld

e

nt his hospitable home, this intercourse must una-
Hus it alays
Alne!

Hiis mot muny & young merchant from the country,

voidubly be fur goud or for evil.

’.u.-.-_'n t'u: '.'|:|r,1 pru:zluliun ol tr'mpl'r»'m-'u.’

for him-

Jusp starting intu with prospants brig

= 1o his hor

~alf and Lis fianily, felt, on returnis

thar like the merchane of New-York he must have
wine upon his table, he too must treat his custome-
ers with brandy and gini nnd hos ke not, in this
way, furmed babirs which hnve brooghe ruia upon
him for time and for eternity. Let the merehans
from the imerior, when they come to pue marker,
be eutertsined ws our

il

brundy from our stores, wine from our tables, wnd

be taken to our homes,

friondss but Tet them hear us suy we have bunist

I whiskey punch frim gur parties, and the good in-

fluencw will be felt in every corner of the laad.

To those who are parents we would appeul and
pray you o consider the inflaence of your exumple
upun your children., Direct your thougnis 1o the
e of miunny of the wealthy merchants who have
possed, or are now passing, from the stage.  Ob-
sepve theie chutacters traca their istory. See
how muny of them sre running o carcer of dissi-
pution and infiumy, to terminate in destyuction.—
Where did they first acquire their fondness for the
intexicating cup? Where but ut their fathors” ta-
blns, in their childhoud, sipping very moderately

if the ehuicest wines ! Where but in the socin

entertuinments of their purents, and their parents’
friends 1 Are youwilling that your children shiouid
run the sume career ! Ave you willing that they

X1

should aequire this dungerous st fur the it

citing eup 1 How esn your prevent it, if you ke

it 0 your house, drink it at your tables, oifer it

your friends, und have ic commended and extolled
tor its excellence intheir presence 7 Cun yeu, un

der these circamstances, advise your sons pot o

ke it?  Andif you can be so inconsistent, which

nost npr to fullow—

will they b i precepl or

yonr extmple, © ially i they think you nie not

e ! Should uny ef your

injured by your fndul

into the ruin of iatempers

]
| unce, nre you willing to be reproachod by thems,

und to buve to reproach yourselves for furm
them  the tsstes ond babits which cuused their
wreteliwdness © 10 not, banish frem your houses
ull these enticing, delusive and dangerous Hiuids.
Tench thom constuntiv, |~_\ Jrecept il wx e,
tin safe principle of entire sbstinence trom all thiss
seate, wud then, inonll bemun probakiliny.

CRIv ATt
tiey will live and die secure from imempermnee.

3t sbould they go down o the drunkard s geave,

though sorvow and mourning must beinyour hearts,
the guilt shull not bein your hands !
Tha business of the country s tafluenced, to how

cd not say, by the

greatl nn extent we i
of the eity.  Let ahe merchants of New-York
abandon the tmifie ininoxicating liquors, and the
lii be immen

effict thrimg iost the eountry wou
Jeteven one importer retounce the teadic wnd pr
elaim tothe world that he hns become ait
ance mun, and what w change may be produred
the
Suid a merahunt of our ciry to s merchant from

ah filty townships !

the country, who applied for an' assortment of
Houors, 1 huve given wp that branch of my busi-
s, utd =hnll sell w0 more intoxicatisg liquors.”
said the sther. ** Well, I thouzin

leaving home, of buying no

* Huve you!™

more s and, since you have sbandoned the trade,
I will alse:™ By that determination: many have
probably been presesyed trom o drunkard’s gruve.

blished fuct that a larze propor-

It 1s o well-es
tion of the puuperism, the viees and the crimes

which prevuil i our land, have their erigin in the

nse of intexicating drinks; pnd usthe use af Lhese

diminishes, so will dimimsh nearly all the evils

| undor which vur community is suffering, and so

will the industrs, virtue, happiness end prosperity

af the people incre

Huw can we persist in a business aad in praes
tiges which are cansing so many evils, s0 much
wretchedness and sorrow in eur land ! Shall the
Merchants of New=York be the laat 1o promote, by
their influence and axample, that which promotes
ull the moral, ugri.'nlmral. mechanical and com-

merein] intevests of our country

1n presenting our assosiation to the mercantile
{4 have

community, we are confidenr that we
approbation of those who love fheir country, w ho
regard the welfare of their tellow men, or desire
the triumph of trae religion in the world and we
1 that we have a right to ask their coopernti
[hough unly a part of our mercantile eommuni

wre in those business transactions which sustainin-
temperance, and are called to any serious change

| in their trade, ver all most muke some sacrifice of

teeling, of habit or of interest.

L« this wo much for us to do? Do we, wish to
he considered friends to our country, und 1s this
-mnll sgerifice teo much for us to make for her
welfure and prosperity 1 Have we hesrts to fosl
for the sufferings of yeur fellow mem, and will we

ot do thus much to banish that which past history

Mupes 1
hup 3|

and Expierisnch shuw

maost noralihe s of il o

| profess ta be di des of Hlim
world and =zcoficed even his dils

of our race, nnd have we 30

m, N W

Wi red

und 18 preg

Iin the'wo

his pure and holy

AR be the
v ths cause of 10

We

o men !

this business, which s seart

deuth usver land, what

1O TIRY, W X

our fellow men 1o enterisin of us=l Iut &

ment =eat of Him who réGuices ua o)
i}

ipli fa thar of -

1he g & lieve

and ail

prartic

sale s the only

un im I"I'I!‘ 1

cable und ultra prisciple; und entertniTed

he earried too f ave never met with one

whicould as<ign satiafietory rea=sons for his @
Suppose the reform should be enrried to the very

the ense.

extreme of ultraism in Stipse

poss

pose that « womiy and child i this couns

TV mi

ital

try or in the world should unite within

~titenee 8

©

from all imoxicaing deinks as n kevernze, whas
We

entreat every man not 1o be kent back by ground-

pront ovil eoulidarise from such ulimism)?

ol fenrs. from helpimg on this ool

Joes, unded

, oawd

work. Examine the whole

i cun discover any serious evils, palitical, so-

cinl, mornl or relizious, to counterbalunce the in-

pood thut would ‘result frum: the ultedism

above stuppused, Bring them forth ro light, that we
miny ke the gunge of them.
Bur if these fenrs wre buseless, or if they have

their orizin in the delusive -habit w

b uny are in

of msing wine or some other intoxicating drink,
and inthe pernicious usages and fushions of soci-
ety we enireat them for their own snke, a5 wellus
far their fellow men, to cust naide those fenrsand
aoin us b this work.,  Allow s 10 sy thit wie be-
lieve one month’s total abstinenes from all inroxi-

soined enld wa-

cibing drinhs—oms menth’s nse of

tor—the pure nle of Leaven, will dissipute all these

tenrs, dispel the doubts wod darkuess from their
minds onthiz subjeet, and shed atirond s light which
will enable them to teel and renlize and vejoiee in
somi of the blessings of the tempernnce reforma-

inminils present impeefect state, wurl to furm some

its trivmph in thn ultraism which they now <o

It wny doubt the correctuess of our

opinions of this puint, st ther

lsivar o fenrs for

‘u.-nml_-nl tatrly | I .
Fa the support of chis prineiple we would give

]

our example ;o its wide difiasion by leeuires and

the press, wi worlid gIVE W poctinn of otr woenlth ;

unh ms far ws ]ll-'l‘-'T!l'\:':r‘. wer would nid in suvine

thay unfortunane dennkard from desteuetion and

raising Lim o sabiriviy, respe qarhility. and asefiil-

sz,
Ihus we it our obect asd nimiin forming
i Merchan
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